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The Vigyan Mela this year, held on the 26th and 27th of January, was a 

fine blend of vigyan (Science) and other extra curricular 

competitions. This annual event, organised by the members of Disha, 

IISER Pune, aims to expose kids in the abhyasika centres (Someshwar 

Wadi & Laman Vasti) to science and fun activities. Children flocked 

in in huge numbers to witness and  take part in  the mela. A pandal 

was set up in Someshwar Wadi  area where most of the competitions 

and events were held.

It started at 10 am on the republic day and the children had just 

come from their schools when Dr. A A Natu, a visiting faculty of IISER

Pune inaugurated the event. It was followed by a grand magic show 

by Jeetender Kumar Raghuvir, a well- known magician. This show 

was a huge crowd puller and children as well as adults came to 

witness the show. It was a very entertaining one hour for everyone.

After a hearty meal, the elder kids (6th to 10th) were taken to the 

IISER campus, while their younger counterparts (2nd to 5th) stayed  



behind for a different set of competition. A demonstration of  

elementary science concepts was done for the ones who had come 

to the campus. With the memory of magic show which they had just 

watched, the science demonstration too seemed magical to them till

the logic and working was explained. The kids were visibly inspired as 

well as impressed, as this was something they had not seen before.

Following the demonstration was a best-out-of-waste competition 

(or taakau pasun tikau, as it was called), where waste items such as 

cans, thermocol, cups, bottles and cartons were given and they had 

make something creative. The next one and a half hour was very 

fruitful. A never before chance was given to the kids to showcase 

their creativity and they all made wonderful models, with house 

being the most common. The group which made the robot deserves  

special mention, as it won admiration even from Dr. V S Rao, the 

then registrar of IISER, who had spared his time from his already 

choc-a-bloc schedule to watch the competition. 

On the other hand, younger kids were busy with the drawing 

competition, a favourite among kids, and paper cutting competition, 

in which they had to create unique patterns on paper by paper 



cutting. They took part in both the events enthusiastically and their

efforts were lauded by all.

A new day saw new events happening. The 27th morning was a busy

one for all as it had four events happening simultaneously. Art and 

origami workshop were organised for the younger ones while the 

elder ones made kites and paper bags, with the help and supervision 

of the volunteers. It was a very productive session as everyone 

eagerly took part in their respective events and what more, they 

enjoyed it!

The same afternoon, a clay modelling competition was held, another 

favourite with the kids, in which they made ganpati idols and a host 

of other animals. Games were being held for the boys at the same 

time, which they thoroughly enjoyed. 

At 5 PM, we held the prize distribution ceremony. Four chief guests 

were invited, out of which one was an IISER faculty. The children 

delightedly accepted their hard-earned prizes for the different 

events. 

Overall, the mela was a huge success. The kids turned out to be 



immensely talented and they utilized this opportunity to showcase it 

exceedingly well. Also we made them realise that logic is associated 

with things around us and they don’t happen magically.


